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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROM: Henry A. Kissinger 

SUBJECT: 


Proposed Press Release to Accompany Next 
Troop Reduction Decision 
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troop replacement decision. I have drafted it so as to reiterate 

to the American people the steps which we have taken to date 
in the quest for peace. In the last paragraph, it recalls the 
threatening alternative presented in your letter to Ho and my 
conversations with Xuan Thuy. • 

At. Tab B is a release prepared by Defense which I believe too 
narrow and which focuses on the technical military aspects of the 
replacement decision. 
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, Ambassador .Blinker has seen both drafts and agrees with ithat at 

.Tab- A., ' • •••', • 
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Recommend approval _of the draft Press Release at Tab A. 

o -i JDis approve / 
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PROPOSED PRESS RELEASE 
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After careful consideration with my senior advisors and in 
full consultation with the government of Vietnam, I have decided to 
reduce the troop ceiling in Vietnam by another 40, 500. The new 
ceiling will be 484', 000 as compared with the ceiling of 549, 500. 

The total reduction in authorized ceiling strength since June 8 thus 
amounts to 65,500. 

Since coming into office, my Administration has made major 
efforts to bring an end to the war. We have renounced an imposed 
military solution. 

We have offered free elections organized by joint 
commissions under international supervision. 

. We have offered the withdrawal of U. S. and allied 
forces over a 12 -month period. 

-- We have declared that we would retain no military 
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-- We have offered to negotiate supervised cease-fires 

under international supervision to facilitate the process 
of mutual withdrawal. 

— ; We ; ha^4 ?: '^^^e)^eir : '^at:we^Woui4' settle .for - the de facto 
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We and the Government of South Vietnam have 
announced that we are prepared to accept any political 
outcome which is arrived at through free elections. 

We are prepared to discuss the 10-point program of the 
other side together with plans put forward by the other 
parties. 

In short, the only item which is not negotiable is the 
right of the people of South Vietnam to determine their 
own future free of outside interference. 

I reiterate all these proposals today. On September 2, 1969, 
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North Vietnam' s chief negotiator in Paris said that if the U. S. committed "g pi 
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itself to the principle of totally withdrawing its forces from South . _ -g ; ( j 
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Vietnam, and if it withdrew a significant number, Hanoi would take ; 

this into account. • ; 
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Such, a commitment exists. 

• The lowering of our troop ceiling by 65, 500 is significant. 

The time for meaningful negotiations has therefore arrived. 

I realize that it is difficult to communicate across the gulf of 
five years of war. But the time has come to end this war. Let history 
record that at this critical moment, both sides turned their faces toward 
peacj^ rathe r/>thsm toward conflict and war. 
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PROPOSED PRESS RELEASE f ' 

On June 8, 1969, during my meeting with President Thieu at Midway, 

I announced the redeployment from the Republic of Vietnam of approximately 

25,000 US military men. I stated that this troop replacement would be 
completed by the end of August. 

At Midway, | also reported that during August and at regular inter- 
vals thereafter, we would review the situation in Vietnam on the basis of 
three criteria: 
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2. Progress of the Paris Peace Talks 

3. The level of enemy activity 

I said that plans for future replacements will be announced as 
decisions are made. 

I have made the decision today to reduce the authorized ceiling 
strength of US military personnel in Vietnam to lt86,000, effective December 
15, 1969. This compares with the authorized ceiling strength of 549,500 
tn January. 1969 ~ an overall reduction in the ceiling of 63,500. 

I have also decided that U.S. mi I itary personnel who are tn Thailand 
or at sea supporting our efforts in Vietnam can be reduced in number by 
about 9,500 in the same time period. About 7,000 men will be withdrawn 
from Thailand and about, 2,500 men in ships 
be redeployed. 

.^ve.made these decisions with full 
Vietnam still has thf^capabi 1 i ty to launch 

FOR OFFICIAL USE 


off the coast of Vietnam will 

realization that the enemy in 
short-term or ,, high-point ,r 

ONLY. 




attacks. But this must be balanced against indications that he has felt 
an increasing squeeze on effective military manpower. He has lost 
increasing quantities of his supplies and equipment as Allied forces 
have found more and more of his hiding places. His men are deserting 
and rallying to the government side in greater numbers than ever before. 
These facts are causing the enemy increasing concern. He has recently 
attacked by fire some of the collection-centers where those former enemy 
soldiers are beginning their transition to useful lives as citizens of 
the Republic of Vietnam. He also has resorted to brutal attacks on 
clearly marked hospitals. These are desperate measures indeed, and surely 
not the actions of a confident winner^] 

When I visited with President Thieu and with Ambassador Bunker and 
General Abrams in Saigon on July 30, I was informed of the accelerated 
progress which is being made in Vietnamization. I was encouraged by 
the responsiveness of our commanders and men and of the Republic of 
Vietnam Armed Forces to the goal of reducing the US military presence in 
..Vietnam, The ( .|discuss ions in Saigon gave me an opportunity to focus 
sharpened attention on three major goals I set forth in my address to 
the American people on May l*f. The goals 1 set forth then were to push 
forward with Vietnamization, to minimize casualties, and to affirm our 
single objective of assuring the people of Vietnam the right of self- 
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determination. . 

» \'We are moving steadi ly forward toward achievement of these goals. 
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The Secretary of Defense will issue tomorrow a comprehensive 
progress report on Vietnamization. 

I anticipate that later this year another review will be made of 
the progress of Vietnamization, progress of the Paris Peace Talks, and 
the level of enemy activity. It is my strong hope that we' can announce 
further reductions of US military strength in VietnamjTt that timej. 

I want to emphasize, however, that --further reductions are dependent 
upon the three criteria v/hich I have stated. Also, I want to reassert 
my pledge at Midway that no action will be taken. which will threaten 
the safety of our troops and the troops of our allies and no action will 
be taken which endangers the attainment of our objective, the right of 
self-determination for the people of South' Vietnam. 
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